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What is the programme??

National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) are
the principal instrument for implementing the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework (GBF) at the national level. Seventh
National Reports to the Convention, due February 2026, will
provide a key source of information for reviewing progress in
implementation of the NBSAPs, national targets, and the GBF.

The ‘Umbrella Programme to support NBSAP update and
Seventh National Reports’ is a Party-led effort funded by the
Global Environment Facility (GEF) to continue the process of
updating NBSAPs and undertake reporting on implementation of
the GBF. This programme provides financial and technical support
to 139 developing countries, small island developing states,
and economies in transition in their work to update NBSAPs in
alignment with the GBF and prepare and submit Seventh National
Reports to the CBD. Joint implementation support is provided by
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the

Programme components

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), in partnership
with the CBD Secretariat and the GEF Secretariat.

Party experiences from the first two years of action towards
achievement of the GBF are being applied globally to shape a
nationally responsive, technical and financial support package
to meet identified country needs. Additionally, compatible
timelines and financial packages from two other GEF enabling
activities will help build the programme - the GEF Early Action
Support project and the ‘GEF 8 Umbrella Programme on support
development of Biodiversity Finance Plans’ The support
provided through this programme also aims to assist countries in
fostering cooperation and coordination among different sectors
and stakeholders, including, and not limited to, civil society
organizations, private sector, academia, Indigenous Peoples,
and local communities, to ensure their effective participation in
and contribution to the NBSAP revision and reporting process.

Component 1
Development of GBF-aligned NBSAPs, building on the
results of the Early Action Support project

The 15th meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP15) to the
CBD adopted Decision 15/6 on “Mechanisms for Planning,
Monitoring, Reporting, and Review” which requests Parties to
update their NBSAPs to reflect the goals and targets of the GBF,
includingthoserelatedto means ofimplementation. Component
1 of the programme aims to support the achievement of this
and related COP decisions through addressing the following
proposed actions, which countries can select to undertake
as appropriate, based on the progress made under the GEF
Early Action Support project and in consideration of national
circumstances and priorities:

® |mplement comprehensive NBSAP stakeholder engage-
ment to promote whole-of-government and whole-of-
society approaches

® FEnable gender mainstreaming within consultation processes
and within the NBSAP

® |dentify and prioritize gaps and inconsistencies between
the NBSAP and achieving the GBF

® Strengthen policy alignment, coherence, and biodiversity
mainstreaming into key sectors

® Strengthen readiness for NBSAP implementation

® Undertake as needed integrated spatial planning for the
NBSAP

® Develop, as needed, action plans to support the NBSAP

® Undertake, as needed, planning processes for capacity
development, resource mobilization, and monitoring and
evaluation

Component 2
Completion of CBD Seventh National Reports

In addition, pursuant to CBD Decision 15/6, countries also
committed to submit their Seventh National Report to the
CBD by 28 February 2026. Component 2 of this programme
supports the development of these National Reports through
undertaking the following proposed actions, which countries
can select based on national circumstances and priorities:

® Prepare the national reporting processes, including stake-
holder engagement

® Analyze the alignment of the NBSAP with the GBF, including
the monitoring framework

Assess progress towards national targets
Assess progress towards the goals and targets of the GBF

Identify key messages and conclusions

Support capacities for using headline and otherindicators




Impact in 139 countries

With the support of this programme, governments in 139 countries will continue to be assisted with NBSAPs and National Reports,
building on the progress made under the GEF Early Action Support project. Dedicated support will be provided to ensure countries
have access to the tools, guidance, expertise, and training they need for planning and reporting on implementation of the GBF.
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Global Knowledge
and Technical Support

This programme aims to provide dedicated support that responds to
identified country needs, and as much as possible, to regional needs where
relevant. Opportunities to collaborate with regional and national partners
and initiatives, including the regional Technical Scientific Cooperation and
Support Centres, and the NBSAP Accelerator Partnership’s match-making
mechanism, will be leveraged to strengthen capacity for NBSAP update
and reporting at the national level.

Help desk services

Building on the ongoing NBSAP help desk operating at major CBD
meetings, the programme aims to expand support services to strengthen
national engagement of experts, and where relevant, regional experts,
to address diverse technical needs. Opportunities include working with
dedicated national and regional advisors, technical reviews, and applying
emerging Artificial Intelligence tools to generate relevant analysis, where
suitable. These entry points can convene national stakeholders and
support achievement of CBD planning and reporting commitments.

Peer-to-peer exchange

Recognizing the value of peer-to-peer exchange to NBSAP development,
reporting, and towards GBF implementation, the programme intends to
support countries to connect on relevant issues as needs are identified.
Opportunities include regional workshops and virtual exchanges, which
can contribute to capacity development and the identification of good
practices, knowledge, technologies, innovative solutions, and resources.

Knowledge management

In recognition of the extensive array of guidance materials and supporting
documents relevant to and available for GBF implementation, the programme
will work with partners to facilitate access to and application of key resources
to support national efforts in the process of NBSAP update and national
reporting. This approach is intended to strengthen capacity for knowledge
management and maximize learning opportunities.

Regional and national capacity development through expert support

Acknowledging the importance of sustaining national and regional capacity
to achieve the GBF, the programme will support access to expert services.
This will support Parties to overcome national and regional capacity gaps
and foster local talent.

Building on the results of the GEF-7 Early Action Support project,
this programme will work in coordination with the GEF 8 ‘Umbrella
Programme to Support Development of Biodiversity Finance Plans’ to
mobilize resources to implement the GBF.
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